National Christmas Tree Association 
Board Zoom Meeting
March 16, 2021
4:00 pm ET


MINUTES

Call to Order and Roll Call – President, Dugald Kell, Jr. called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm, a quorum was present as confirmed by roll call of participants on the Zoom.

Board Members in Attendance: 

Keith Garlock
Chuck Berry
Wendy Richardson				
Lance Sambol
Reid Bermel
Phil Wegman
Dugald Kell, Jr.
Joncie Underwood
Carol Freeman
Scott Lund
John Wyckoff
Richard Darling 

Wilson Barr
Randy Naugler
Matt Mongin
Mark McCurdy
Jim Wilson
John Carroll
Jason Stajduhar
Paul Schroeder
Bob Schaefer
Pat Gaskin
Steve Meier
Pat Olive
Steve Mannhard (for Kevin Steele)


Staff in Attendance:
Ann O’Connor
Tim O’Connor






National Tree & Wreath Contest Rules – Discussion was held on the rule recommendations from the Executive Committee. It was MOVED and SECONDED to approve the rules changes as presented for the 2021 contests.  MOTION APPROVED.

Federal Disaster and Insurance Program Changes – Discussion was held on the resolution submitted requesting NCTA to pursue changes to federal disaster and insurance programs to make them more beneficial to Christmas tree growers. To pursue this request, NCTA would need to build a coalition of industries and organizations who would support the proposed changes and a democrat member of Congress to champion the effort. It was MOVED and SECONDED to adopt the resolution to pursue changes to federal disaster and insurance programs.  MOTION APPROVED.

2020 Sales Season Summary – Board members reported most growers sold out early in 2020 experiencing strong demand. However, the supply of precut trees was very tight for 2020 with many choose and cut growers unable to purchase precuts to supplement their farm inventories. It was anticipated the supply of precut trees for 2021 could be even tighter. Timber companies are paying more for seedlings to replant acres lost to fires putting pressure on the available and cost of Christmas tree seedlings.

Farm Workforce Modernization Act – Legislation has been introduced in Congress, which while not perfect, addresses areas in need of improvement and opens the potential to modify the bill in the Senate. Following discussion, it was MOVED and SECONDED for NCTA to support the bill.  MOTION APPROVED.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Future Meeting Locations – the August 5 – 7, 2021 NCTA Board meeting and National Tree and Wreath Contest will be hosted by North Carolina. The 2022 Board meeting will be hosted by Nova Scotia, 2023 Board meeting and National Contest will be hosted by Wolcyn Tree Farm, Minnesota.

Other Business – No other business was presented.

Adjournment – It was MOVED and SECONDED to adjourn.  Meeting Adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,


Tim O’Connor
Executive Director

